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To be well-informed to open

the windows of curiosity
Makoto Shimotao

The other day Mr. Hayashi of the Toshin Juku School
appeared on TV and said, “An education minded mother
(in a positive sense of the word) would be the kind of
mother who puts a lot of thought into where to seat her
child when travelling on a train. Then what do you think
is the best seating positon chosen by her?” Obviously ‘the
window seat’ is the answer, because the child can look at
the best passing views from the train window, which
might arouse his/her interest in things happening outside
home. What is important for that kind of mother is to
enjoy sharing the quality time and be ready to answer the
questions possibly asked by her child about what they are

observing from the train window. Mr. Hayashi says this is
how children learn to open the windows of curiosity.

This is also the case with our village, where a wide
variety of items are displayed on the walls, tables, shelves
in the building. Those items may be just eye-catching
ornaments for some. But they could be effective
educational tools if used timely and properly, because
they could open the curiosity windows of those who asked
any questions about them and spark their interest in the
cultures of some English speaking countries related to the
items. Learning about those cultures is sure to give them
a strong incentive for learning English. I sincerely hope
this language-culture-integrated approach will be a strong
point of our English education. To make it possible, we
need to be well informed about the main items so that we
all can answer the questions possibly asked by
prospective visitors.
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