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Mayor's Message
Makoto Shimotao

During the Obon holidays, I took a short trip
to Seattle.
Japantown in the International District. I'm

One of my purposes is visiting the

interested in the history of Japanese Americans
simply because one of my great grandfathers
emigrated from Morioka to the USA in the Meiji
era to start his new life as a cannery owner on
the West Coast.

During the first three decades of the 20th
century, Seattle’s Japantown thrived with
various businesses such as banks, barbers,
tailors, dentists and newspaper publishers, all
started by those who sought better fortunes in
the port city. The city prospered until the
Japanese invaded Manchuria in 1931. Soon after
the attack on Pearl Harbor, the US President

Visiting Seattle’s

Japan Town

issued “Public Proclamation 1,” instructing all
Japanese citizens to move to some internment
camps in inland states such as California and
Idaho. After the war, some Japanese families
came back to Seattle, but they found little left in
the way of opportunity to start again.

It is only natural, therefore, that I found only
a few shops in business in present-day
Japantown. One of them is Higo Variety Store
on South Jackson Street, founded by Sanzo
Murakami in 1932. I happily met a friendly
clerk who informed me of the history of the
Murakami family in relation to WWII. The
clerk even showed me some valuable belongings
the family couldn’'t bring to the camp. Knowing
that T was so curious about Americans of

BoFO M2

A O Sk A WBE TSI BRE

WP BIRRE O M IEAZHI O &7 N \'drlp

Japanese ancestry, she strongly recommended a
novel entitled HOTEL on the Corner of Bitter
and Sweet, a wartime-era Chinese-Japanese
variation on Romeo and Juliet. 1 bought one
copy in the nearby China Town. Now back in
Japan, I'm reading it every day to update my

knowledge on the relevant subject.
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