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Mayor's Message
tﬁ» About Books Makoto Shimotao

I like reading books. Since my childhood, I've
devoted a great deal of time to reading books,
sometimes out of necessity, but mostly for
pleasure.

Looking at the books I stored in my
bookshelves at home, I find my collection to be
grouped into two genres. One is mainly related
to English literature, the other, British dogs. In
my university days, I majored in English
literature and wrote my MA thesis on Chaucer,
father of English poetry. Accordingly I collected
numerous books on medieval literature for a
couple of decades. Over sometime, my concern
started shifting from literature to dogs after I
joined Takasaki Pet World College. Since then I
have been obsessed with another interest: a
historical study of how the British have bred a

wide variety of dogs in response to the needs of
people from all walks of life.

In 2017 T moved from CAN to CGV. From
around the second year at the village, I've found
myself interested in a new genre that is slightly
different from classical literature. My current
obsession is reading fiction books recently
published in America. One of my favorite
authors is Nicholas Sparks. 1 like his novels
simply because I am thrilled with the themes he
deals with in his stories. Lately I've come to
realize that reading his novels is giving me the
golden opportunity to get familiar with the best
colloquial expressions in American English. In
this connection, I am happy to have Erin with
us, because I can ask her anything about

southern American culture, which I believe is
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essential to fully appreciate Spark’s novels that
are mostly set in North Carolina.
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